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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings  

Dear Parents and Girls 

At assembly this week, I challenged the girls and staff to Do One Thing 

(DOT) every day that will make a positive difference. If we all choose to 

DOT every day, collectively we would have the power to make a 

significant difference and impact.  

This was inspired by the Starfish Story written by Loren Eiseley which 

teaches us how everyone can make a difference from their small corner.  

I call on every parent to join our initiative for the term and to support and 

encourage your daughter to DOT by role modelling and choosing to DOT 

that will show her how impactful one positive DOT action can be. Here 

are a few examples to get us all started: 

• Set the alarm 5 minutes earlier to ensure that you arrive at school by 07:20. 

 There are still a number of girls that are arriving late for school and not only does this put them at a 

 disadvantage for the day, because they arrive at school unsettled, it also shows disrespect towards 

 the teacher and her peers because the lesson is disrupted on her arrival. 

• Sawubona - “I see you, you are important to me and I value you”.  

 Greet every person, acknowledging their presence and value as a fellow human being. As we 

 continue to build our community of belonging an easy DOT action is to greet and be kind to others. 

• Remember to say thank you.  

 Good manners show respect for others and like greetings, saying thank you is an easy and “no cost to 

 you” action that acknowledges a good favour or deed shown to you by another. 

• Take pride in your school by picking up litter.  

 At the end of break the girls know to throw away their own rubbish and we ask everyone to not walk 

 past litter but rather to pick it up to ensure that our school and broader community is a litter free 

 environment. 

• Label every item of your school uniform.  

 The battle of the lost property pile continues and it is so much easier to return a misplaced item if it is 

 correctly labelled with a child’s name. Please take the time to check that all items are labelled, 

 especially new uniform that has recently been purchased. 

10 September 2021 
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Message from Mrs Jennings (continued) 

•  Choose to act now and not to procrastinate.  

 It is very tempting to do the fun things first and to leave the more challenging or less favoured tasks to 

 last. Let’s turn this around and choose to make our DOT action for the day to prioritise the tasks or work 

 that we need to get done first. This could be finishing homework before watching TV or packing the 

 dishwasher before playing outside with the dog. 

• Grade 3V have made their DOT for the week “the power of the word YET”.  

 I have not mastered this skill yet, but I will keep persevering until I do. I do not understand this maths 

 problem yet, but I will ask for help so that I can. Thank you for inspiring us, Grade 3V. 
 

In Reception there is a DOT box and girls and staff have been invited to record their DOT actions and pop 

them in the box. These will be read at assembly weekly to inspire others to continue to DOT every day to 

make a positive difference in our own lives as well as the lives of others.   
 

We received news this week that Anje Smit in Grade 3M and Catalia Besong 

in Grade 2R will not be returning to St Mary’s DSG. We bid them farewell and 

wish them and their families everything of the best at their new schools.  

 

I would like to remind parents that it is still a priority for the School to manage access control onto the 

campus. Parents wishing to access the school office or school shop, or who would like to meet with a 

teacher, must please do so by appointment.  

We look forward to our Book Day, Welcome Wednesday and Grade 6 Leadership Day next week. Happy 

weekend! 

Kind regards 

Alison Jennings 

Grade 6 Leadership Day  

The Grade 6s will be having a leadership day on Friday 17 September 

run by Lead4Life. The purpose of the day is to assist the girls in 

discovering and developing their leadership skills. Further 

opportunities to reflect on their personal growth and participate in 

the leadership programme with the Grade 7s will be given to the 

Grade 6s in October. The programme for the day will run until 14:00. 

The details of the day are as follows: 

When:   Friday, 17 September, 7:30-14:00 

Dress:   PE kit 

What to bring:  Notebook and stationery; Hat, sunscreen, water; 

                              Normal packed lunch for first and second break.  

   Tuckshop orders and boarders cooked lunch will  

   be available as normal. 

NB: It is of utmost importance that parents submit their daughters’ 

indemnity forms before 17 September. An email with the indemnity 

form submission link has been sent to all Grade 6 parents. 

The Junior School will be                

celebrating “Book Day” on                 

Tuesday, 14 September 2021. 
 

“Hooked on Books” will be  

coming to St Mary’s DSG to do 

shows.  
 

All learners need to dress up 

as their favourite BOOK      

character.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING 
 

It is with excitement that we share with all swimming parents and girls the following good news. Swim South 

Africa has given schools the go ahead for Friday Friendly Swimming Galas to resume for the final term of 

2021. Unfortunately, with strict regulations still in place, the Interschools Swimming Galas (Inter-Primary) will 

not take place this year, 2021.  
 

We are excited to get our girls back in the pool, swimming and giving them the opportunity to showcase 

their talent and abilities in the Friday Friendly Galas. On the Fridays where there are no galas taking place, 

we, St Mary’s DSG, will have a workshop in place. More information regarding the workshops will be 

communicated on the D6 Communicator. Here are the dates and times of the Friday Friendly Galas and 

the Workshops for Term 3. 

 

 

We hope that all St Mary’s Swimmers share the excitement of the reinstatement of the galas with us. 

For further information please email Ms Strydom - sstrydom@stmarys.pta.school.za .  

Sports News  

U13 HOCKEY  

In preparation for Senior School hockey, non-compulsory hockey training sessions 

for Grade 7 hockey players will be offered on Wednesdays from 16:00 - 17:00. In 

these sessions Coach Vossie will focus on getting our Grade 7 hockey players fit 

and ready for the 2022 hockey season. All Grade 7 hockey players are welcome to 

attend the training sessions starting on Wednesday, 15 September.  

For further information please email Coach Vossie - mvosdutoit@stmarys.pta.school.za .  

Friday Friendly Galas 

Venues will be confirmed.  

 15 October 

 29 October 

 5 November 

 12 November 

 19 November (TBC) 

Friday Workshops     

Friday workshops will be 13:30 – 14:45.  

 17 September  

 1 October  

Welcome Wednesdays 

As part of our marketing we 

will be hosting Welcome 

W e d n e s d a y s  o n  1 5 

September and 27 October 

for prospective learners.  

Parents of girls who would like 

to attend a day at our school 

must book a place by clicking 

on the LINK . 

 

https://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/pebble.asp?t=576
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Outreach - Mrs Zwane (Junior School Head of Outreach) 

Mandela Day Celebration 2021  

As we were not able to continue with the vegetable drive in Term 2 due to the level 4 lock down restrictions, we 

would like to encourage you to support this initiative in Term 3. An updated list of the dates and vegetable items 

have been provided below. With the increasing job losses and the impact which the pandemic has had on the 

financial status of many households across the country, there is still a huge need for food. We ask that the girls 

bring vegetables to school as set out in the list below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vegetables can be left at the gate on the front lawn outside Reception and all donations will be sorted by 

the Grade 7 girls as part of their in-reach programme. The vegetables will be collected by charity organisations 

identified by the school. As we are all aware, there is a dire increase in hunger and even in the past organisations 

have always been extremely grateful for our vegetable donations. In the past year, the Women’s Federation 

managed to cook and freeze the vegetables, which they received from the school and feed children for 3 – 6 

months.  

 

Thank you 

A big thank you to the St Mary’s DSG 

Foundation Phase learners, teachers and 

parents for enthusiastically driving the 

stationery collection in Term 2. Their efforts are 

commendable. Two jungle gyms and three 

containers filled with stationery were donated 

to Padisago Primary School in Soshanguve and 

two boxes filled with stationery were donated 

to Day Spring Children’s Village in 

Magaliesburg. The learners from both the 

schools are very grateful to have received the 

generous donations.  
 

Looking ahead into Term 3: 

Our Outreach Projects run over the course of the year with a strong focus on meeting the needs of our 

surrounding community. The Lent Drive was an outreach project with a whole school focus, which saw the lives of 

many made just a little bit warmer during these cold winter months. In Term 2 the Foundation Phase successfully 

coordinated the Stationery Collection drive. The Intersen Phase learners will run their outreach initiative in Term 3. 

Information regarding this initiative will be shared as soon as the project details are finalised. We invite all 

members of our school community to continue to support these worthy causes. .  

 

Thank you for your continued support. Every small deed makes a difference to someone.  

Who? What? When? 

Grade 0F Broccoli 

Wednesday, 22 September 

Grade 0G Cauliflower 

Grade 1 Broccoli 

Grade 2 Carrots 

Grade 3 Cabbage 

Grade 4 & 5 Potatoes 

Thursday, 23 September Grade 6 Butternut/ Pumpkin 

Grade 7 Onions 
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Grade 0 News  

The Grade 0’s are very excited to be getting tso Mud kitchens for their 

playground. I am sure that you can remember making mud pies when 

you were little! Not only is it a lot of fun, but the girls will benefit from the 

sensory input of playing with mud, sand and water. Emotional and 

imaginative play also develops alongside the curious experimentation 

of mixing everything together. We would like to appeal to our St Mary’s 

DSG community to pass on some second-hand items that we can use, 

to ensure that we can have as exciting and creative messy time as 

possible.  
 

Please have a look in your kitchen cupboards! We are on the look-out for second-hand kitchen equipment 

such as:  

Measuring cups 

Small pans and pots 

Small cooking utensils (no glass) 

Small baking pans / muffin pans 

Please send these items up to the Grade 0 classrooms! All donations will be gratefully accepted. 
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Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics:  Mrs L Whitelaw                        

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Covid Queries 

Mrs J van der Merwe                                         

jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr L du Plessis  

lduplessis@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

Junior School Calendar: 13 - 24 September 2021  

2021  

Term 3  

(62 days) 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

 

Communication this week 

• Grade 6 Leadership Day        

indemnity form - emailed 10 

Sept 

• Grade 4-7 Friday swimming 

training - D6 Communicator 

• Swimming training schedule - 

D6 Communicator  

 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Term 3    Week 2         Value of the week:  Commitment  

Mon 13 Sept 
08:00—08:30   Grade 0-7 Chapel  

18:00—19:00   Alumnae Committee meeting 

Tues 14 Sept Book Day—Book character dress up and Hooked on Books shows 

Wed 15 Sept 

Welcome Wednesday  

07:30—08:00    Grade 0-7 Assembly—St Georges Assembly and       

                             Picnic. St George’s girls to wear their house  

                             t-shirts and PE uniform.  

08:00 - 08:30    F2T Groups 

07:30—08:30    Grade 5 Hydroponics project planning time with  

                            WHPS 

 Thur 16 Sept 

08:00—09:00   Class Reps meeting   

09:15—10:00   Grade 4-7 Assessments 

18:00—20:00   Friends in Concert (Virtual) - link will be shared. 

Fri 17 Sept 
07:30—14:00   Grade 6 Leadership (Inning) - provisional date 

13:30—16:00   Swimming Workshop 

Sat 18 Sept 19:00—21:00   WHPS Social for Grade 7s at Menlyn Barnyard 

Term 3    Week 3         Value of the week:  Cooperation  

Mon 20 Sept 
08:00—08:30   Grade 0-7 Chapel  

18:00 - 19:00   Parents’ Association Committee meeting  

Tues 21 Sept 17:00 - 19:00   Governing Body meeting  

Wed 22 Sept 

Heritage Day Civvies  

07:30 - 08:00   Grade 0-7 Heritage Day Assembly  

08:00 - 10:00   Mandela Day Activities  

17:00 - 19:30   Interim Transformation Committee meeting  

Thur 23 Sept 
09:15 - 10:00   Grade 4-7 Assessments  
18:00—19:30   TDI Strategic Action Plan parent presentation by  
                           Ms Egbe Oyegun-Adeoye and Mr Xolani Majola   

Fri 24 Sept Public Holiday - Heritage Day  

Calendars and Communication  

ST MARY’S DSG 2022 CALENDAR  (Updated March 2021) 
 Start Wednesday 12 January 

TERM 1         Close Wednesday 13 April 

(63 days) Half Term Close Thursday, 24 February (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

   Return Tuesday, 1 March 

 Public Holidays Monday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

 Start Wednesday 4 May 

TERM 2  Close Friday 5 August 

 Half Term Close Friday 24 June (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

(61 days)   Return Monday 4 July 

 Public Holidays Thursday 16 June (Youth Day) 

 School Holiday Friday 17 June 

 Start Tuesday 6 September 

TERM 3 Close Wednesday 7 December 

(61 days) Half Term Close Thursday 20 October (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

   Return Tuesday 25 October 

 Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za

